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Dear BFHI Country Coordinators  

 

I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

In reviewing this past year – as usual the year seems to have flown 

by. Here in New Zealand we have worked to maintain the number 

of Baby Friendly Hospitals and to encourage the expansion into the 

Community. For World Breastfeeding Week I presented as part of 

the World Health Organization’s webinar series on BFHI.  

It was great to meet with many of you in June in Vilnius, Lithuania at the 

Network Meeting. Daiva Šniukaitė-Adner and the working group put in 

many hours to develop with the programme, it focused on enabling 

participants to be updated, learn from one another, as well as providing 

opportunities in the working groups to share. Once again I want to 

express my appreciation to Daiva and her team for a well-run meeting 

and for providing such a wonderful venue and full social programme. I am sure that many of us loved 

Lithuania and have returned home to encourage others to visit. I share a few of our photos…. 

 

           

          

            



I was good to have some country’s  

representated for the first time, and 

seeing our network continuing to 

expand. Also for the first time countries 

were asked to complete a questionaire 

on the Implementation of the 

International Code of Marketing of 

Breast-Milk Substitutes as well as their 

Country report’s. This provided us as 

well as WHO with some valuable 

information. Marcus Stahlhofer, WHO 

Code expert attended and presented 

some new information sharing that WHO are now working with others to monitor implementation 

of the Code.  

This year we also sent a farewell message to Dr Carmen Casanovas, the 

WHO representative for BFHI. Carmen has returned to Bolivia and may 

be undertaking further projects in nutrition in the future. 

 To-date there has been no announcement of who will  replace her.   

 

In 2016 the meeting will be in Geneva in June and will be an 

international meeting hosted by the World Health Organization (WHO) 

to celebrate 25 years of the Baby Friendly Initiative. A working group was established and will be 

working to support WHO in preparing for the meeting. 

2015: Remember the Baby Friendly Neo conference is open for registrations 19th and 20th May 2015 

in Uppsala Sweden. For more information:  http://www-conference.slu.se/neobfhi2015  

 

I hope that you are able to enjoy time with your families and friends. I look forward to being in 

touch with you in 2015.  

I hope to enjoy some 

time sitting reading in 

my garden and walking 

on the beach.  

 

 

http://www-conference.slu.se/neobfhi2015

